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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, January 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and 

via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Absent:   Trustee Peter Grunthal  

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

    

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for 

the pledge of allegiance.   Mayor Picinich hopes that everyone keeps in their hearts and 

minds, Vice-President Harris and President Biden as we hope that they have the 

necessary wisdom and compassion to unify our nation. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Local Law #2021-01 – Chapter 110, Zoning; Article III, District Regulations; Section 

110-27.1, Personal Wireless Service Facilities Overlay District 

 

Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

 

Mayor Picinich stated that this is a public hearing with reference to local law 

2021-01 to amend Chapter 110, the Zoning Code; it is Article III District Regulations, 

section 27.1 -Personal Wireless Service Facilities Overlay District of the Village Code.  

The proposed change to the code is simply a clarification to ensure that the intent and 

purpose of the code is not confused.  It is a change to clarify that for any wireless 

facilities in the Village we would like to encourage these facilities to be located within the 

overlay zone and meet the requirements of the overlay zone.  For those that are not in 

the overlay zone, they must meet the requirements of facilities within the overlay zone 

as well additional requirements for facilities outside of the overlay zone.  So the change 

is to ensure that there is an understanding of the purpose and intent of the code.  She 

asked if there were any speakers. 

 

Jordan Fryer, Partner of Snyder and Snyder in Tarrytown, began by 

acknowledging the members of the Board and advising that he was there representing 

New York SA d.b.a. Verizon Wireless.  He understands that the Board had an opportunity 

to hear comments from Leslie Snyder of their firm, who was unavailable this evening.  

He wanted to state again that they felt the best course of action from this honorable 

Board would be to work with the wireless carriers and the wireless infrastructure 

providers to address certain concerns regarding the proposed amendment to the 

wireless law.  He stated that through this approach, the Village/Town can work with the 

carriers to come up with what we think is in accordance with Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) regulations, but more so to be able to build the necessary wireless 

infrastructure in a fashion that is beneficial for all parties.  He continued on to say that 

he recommends the public hearing be continued and that there be more correspondence 

with the Village/Town and the wireless providers.  

 

Mayor Picinich thanked him for his comment.  With no one else in the waiting room 

to speak, she suggested that the public hearing stay open for the duration of the 

meeting for anyone who may pop in for comment.  She also proposed that the public 

hearing stay open while the Board holds work sessions on this topic.   

 

 

1) Communications: 

a. Request – CAC – Robin Buco 

 

Mayor Picinich acknowledged an email received from Robin Buco in regards to 

joining the Conservation Advisory Council (CAC).  The Mayor stated that Ms. Buco has 

been actively involved with the CAC, and was seeking an official appointment to the 

CAC.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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Trustee Schleimer noted that she has been working with the CAC, is passionate 

about the Village, and thinks she would be a great addition. 

 

Trustee Squirrell agreed that another interview was not necessary for this 

applicant. 

 

b. Fox Lane Seniors – Movie Night – March 19th   

 

There was some discussion on whether or not there would be admission charged 

for this event due to restrictions in the Leonard Park deed.  Mayor Picinich advised that 

there is no charge for this event or for the use of the park.  This will not interfere with 

any other scheduled events.  There was further discussion on logistical questions like 

food, police presence, and bathrooms.  This event will have no food unless they bring 

their own for personal consumption, regular police presence will exist, and we have 

advised them that public restrooms are not available.   

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to allow the Fox Lane Seniors use of Leonard Park for a movie night on March 

19th granted they provide a certificate of insurance; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 
  Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

    

 

c. Resignation – Finance Committee  

 

The Board, regrettably, accepted a letter of resignation from Tim Mohr from the 

Finance Committee.  Mayor Picinich thanked him for his service and asked that a letter 

be sent out to him.  

 

d. Resignation – Planning Board  

 

The Board, regrettably, accepted the letter of resignation from Shondra McClary 

from the Planning Board.  Mayor Picinich thanked her for her participation and asked 

that a letter be sent out to her.  

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. Water Report 

 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that water production for the month of December 

was about 27,500,000 gallons for an average of a little less than 890,000 gallons per 

day.  This is down from our November average.  Typically, our water consumption drops 

in the winter months.  As a result, Byram Lake was at 85% capacity at the beginning of 

the month and is now at 95% at the end of the month; so the lake is going up.  The 

Leonard Park Wells were on and produced approximately 100,000 gallons per day of the 

890,000 daily average. 

 

Mr. Brancati went on to advise residents, especially on Maple Avenue, to use 

caution.  DPW is actively working on a water main break.  There is one lane closed, but 

there is still access to all properties on Maple Avenue from Lieto Drive.  

 

b. School tax reminder 

 

Mr. Brancati reminded residents that the second half payment of school taxes were 

due by February 1, 2021 without penalty.  Due to continued health concerns, we 

strongly encourage all taxpayers to mail tax payments directly to the lockbox.  For your 

further convenience, you now have the ability to pay both your Village and School taxes 

online by e-check only and there is a $ 1.50 fee for this service.  We are asking all 

taxpayers to refrain from making cash payments.  For any questions or concerns, please 

call (914) 864-0034 or e-mail taxreceiver@mountkiscony.gov. 

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus did not have anything to report. 

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that CareMount sent an email that residents 

should know about.  The first part is a scam alert with people posing as employees 
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looking for personal information.  Please do not give out any personal information to 

anyone over the phone.  The second part is a COVID update; Urgent Care locations are 

experiencing high volumes and wait times, people should expect to receive results in five 

(5) days, and it included other updates.  

 

Mayor Picinich made note that the most effective way to have COVID testing done 

is through Northern Westchester Hospital Center through Healthy living, by appointment 

as well as through Open Door.  

 

Trustee Schleimer went on to say that AARP will be doing taxes this year.  You can 

pick up information at the Fox Center; new protocols are to offer this service this year 

virtually.  More information to come.  She continued on to say that the Fox Center is 

offering ZOOM training with a tech teen; contact 914-227-9311 to schedule an 

appointment.  Trustee Schleimer went on to say that she received information on COVID 

vaccinations scheduled for the County Center.  Reports say the line will wrap around the 

building, they will provide wheelchairs, there is no parking in front of the building, but 

please be prepared for a long wait.  She went on to give additional information on 

transporting patients in and out.   She also noted that the work on the 2020 tax forms 

are still under construction, but if you did not receive a stimulus check, you will be able 

to file for these funds with your taxes as a credit.   

 

Trustee Squirrell began by saying that he did not have a report, but wanted to 

follow up on the COVID testing.  He is not sure how new it is, but there is Formation 

Health, which offers rapid tests, which he and his family used.  They are operating out of 

Radio Circle and are very user friendly.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that on Monday, there was a celebration in honor of 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King and wanted to extend special thanks to Nicole Artis and her 

family for donating a bust of him.  There will be fundraising events to sponsor a 

permanent location for that bust.  She went on to thank all the members of local 

religious organizations for participating as well as the community that was actively 

engaged in sharing their dreams.  Mayor Picinich also thanked Felipe Galindo for 

recording and bringing these events to people’s homes and Assistant Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare who can make anything happen.  She went on to give a COVID 

update; currently the positivity rate in Westchester County is 6.6% with more than 

11,000 active cases; 120 of those cases are attributed to Mount Kisco.  She shared as a 

reminder that there is light at the end of the tunnel, but it is not time to exhale.  We 

need to continue to do what we can to stop the spread.  Vaccine demand continues to 

exceed the supply so the only way to get the vaccine is to make an appointment through 

the state website.  As more doses become available, more appointments will become 

available.   Mayor Picinich wanted to thank Northern Westchester Hospital for working 

with the Village to prioritize first responders and ensuring there is zero waste.  Our 

Recreation Department is looking for lifeguards.  They will train you if you are interested 

so please reach out to our Recreation Department.  The Recreation Department is also 

looking for a photo for their new brochure.  She also encouraged residents to participate 

in Paint Night with Linda Cindrich, which have been fun with a nice painting at the end.  

Mayor Picinich reminded residents that Westchester County was holding a COIVD 

conversation on Thursday, January 21st on Facebook live.  The County is also searching 

for Park Rangers, so if you are interested please visit Westchester County’s website for 

more information.  In addition, the Bedford Central School District is currently doing 

Kindergarten registration.  Mayor Picinich concluded by offering “The Hill We Climb” for 

some inspiration; the poem recited by the Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman at the 

inauguration. 

 

6) Old Business: 

 

7) New Business: 

 

a. Authorize Village Manager to sign letter dated 1/11/2021 Re: extension of 

application period for Homeland Towers 

Mr. Singleton began by saying that beyond our zoning requirements, there are 

federal communications requirements that cover telecommunication facilities.  The 

Federal Government has imposed that the municipality has 150 days to act on a 

completed application.  Being that there are so many moving parts with this application, 

the parties are looking to extend the time frame which the other Boards have already 

signed off on.   

 

There was some discussion on what would happen if this was not signed off on 

and what impacts that may have on the Village.  All parties would be agreeing to an April 

date and Homeland is also looking for the application to be processed in a more 

productive manner.   
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A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

authorize the Village Manager to sign the letter dated January 11, 2021 regarding the 

extension of application period for Homeland Towers; all in favor: 

 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

    

b. Resolution extending Senior Exemptions through the 2021 year 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that this resolution authorizes for exemptions for 

seniors to carry from one year to the next so that they do not have to submit 

paperwork.  This was made possible by an executive order by Governor Cuomo.   

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

OF THE VILLAGE/TOWN OF MOUNT KISCO 

 

 ADOPTS PROVISIONS OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 202.83 SUSPENDING THE REQUIREMENTS 

OF RENEWAL APPLICATIONS AS A CONDITION TO GRANTING EXEMPTIONS UNDER 

SECTIONS 459-C AND 467 OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW  

 

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of New York by Executive Order No. 202 dated 

March 7, 2020, declared a state disaster emergency for the entire State of New York; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, both travel-related and community contact transmission of COVID-19 have 

been documented in New York State and are expected to continue; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 29-a of Article 2-B of the Executive Law, New York State 

Governor Andrew Cuomo did issue Executive Order 202.83 dated December 18, 2020, 

2020, which authorized, by local option, the governing body, to adopt the provisions of 

that Executive Order 202.83, which temporarily suspends or modifies, subdivisions 7, 7-

a and 8 of section 459-c of the Real Property Tax Law and subdivisions 5, 5-a, 5-b, 5-c 

and 6 of section 467 of the Real Property Tax Law.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to Executive Order 202.83 issued by 

New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo on December 18, 2020, the Board of Trustees 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco hereby adopts the suspension of subdivisions 7, 7- a 

and 8 of section 459-c of the Real Property Tax Law and subdivisions 5, 5-a, 5-b, 5-c 

and 6 of section 467 of the Real Property Tax Law; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the Assessor for the Village/Town of Mount Kisco is hereby directed to 

grant exemptions pursuant to such sections on the 2021/2022 assessment roll to all 

property owners who received that exemption on the 2020/2021 assessment roll, 

thereby dispensing with the need for renewal applications from such persons, and 

further dispensing with the requirement for the Assessor to mail renewal applications to 

such persons; and, be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the Village/Town Clerk is hereby directed to forward a copy of this 

resolution to the Assessor and the Attorney for the Village/Town of Mount Kisco; and be 

it further  

 

RESOLVED, that all Village and Town Departments may review and obtain a copy of this 

resolution from the electronic storage device and if needed, a certified copy of same may 

be obtained from the Village/Town Clerk. 

 

All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 
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c. Conservation Advisory Council Appointment 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell to 

appoint Robin Buco to the Conservation Advisory Council for a two-year term; all in 

favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

    

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to approve the bills, submitted on January 29, 2021 for the months of 

December 2020 and January 2021 as follows: 

 

 

General Fund     $   89,201.52 

Water Fund     $   14,663.42 

Sewer Fund     $  129,378.84 

Library Fund     $     9,131.68 

Capital Fund     $  105,542.88 

Trust Fund     $   18,075.31 

     TOTAL   $ 365,993.65 

 

 

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following bills:  Hawkins, Delafield, this is bond 

counsel in relation to the North Bedford Road water main project; Moody’s Investment, 

fee for bond rating for the Village; H2M Architects, they agreed to keep the original 

percentage of the original proposal as well as a credit for the miscalculation and other 

costs; Dell Marketing LP, new computers for Village Hall; Traffic Lane Closures, speed 

signage for the Village.  

 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

    

 

9) Minutes: 

 

a. VB Meeting – 12.21.2020 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell 

to approve the minutes as submitted for the December 21, 2020 meeting; all in favor: 

 

Motion  Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

    

 

b. VB Special Meeting – 12.28.2020 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to approve the minutes as submitted for the Special meeting December 28, 

2020; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

    

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

There being no further business Mayor Picinich closed the meeting at 8:02pm.  

 

 

       ____________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

 

/lh 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307

